
 

Town of Hill 

Planning Board 

Minutes 

19 November 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

In attendance: Bob Helmers, Marshall Bennett, Tom Whitman, Bob Dupuis 

Public: Thomas Pavelka, Charles Estes 

 

Meeting opened at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Chair welcomed Mr. Dupuis to the planning board. He will replace the recently departed Mr. 

Brady. 

 

Mr. Thomas Pavelka approached the board. He would like to sell the northern portion of his 

property and came seeking advice on how to proceed. He owns two properties; R9 lot 47 with 

about 1850 feet of frontage on NH Route 3A and the contiguous R9 lot 49, 12 acres which appears 

landlocked. He has a domicile on R9 Lot 47. The land slopes down very steeply behind Lot 47. 

Board advised him that he can make a lot line adjustment or a subdivision. Both would require the 

properties be surveyed. The strip of land between Route 3A and the drop off is rather narrow and 

the board expressed concerns about the ability to create a three acre lot north (west?) of the cabin 

on the flat portion, including setbacks. He could submit a subdivision application simultaneously 

with the surveying. The board suggested he consult with the surveyor about the feasibility given 

the restrictions of the steep slopes. References to the appropriate steep slope section of the zoning 

ordinance, the land subdivision regulations and the town website application were provided.  Mr. 

Pavelka left. 

 

Chair reported that there were two special exceptions pending. He had been trying to arrange a 

joint hearing with the ZBA. Apparently, differences in opinion on procedural matters exist 

between the two boards. The planning board had a lengthy discussion with Mr. Estes, who is 

secretary of the ZBA. The ZBA believes the two boards should function independently. The ZBA 

also asserts that the planning board should determine if the site is appropriate as per Article 8.D.2 

of the zoning ordinance before the ZBA can accept an application for special exception. The ZBA 

also states that the planning board decision on Article 8.D.2 can be made without a public hearing. 

Mr. Estes cited conversation he had with staff from NHOSI and that state RSA did not require the 

planning board to hold a public hearing to determine the appropriateness of a site. Mr. Helmers did 

not agree. Planning board drafted a question that selectmen’s office will submit to town counsel 

asking if a public hearing was required for the planning board to determine if a site is appropriate 

for a special exception. Mr. Helmers said he would try to find governing RSA and asked the ZBA 

to provide documentation of their claims that a public hearing was not necessary. He also asked the 

ZBA to show where it is stated that the planning board had to approve the appropriateness of the 

site before the ZBA can accept and application. The ZBA has not posted notices for the first case, 

special exception for a dog kennel, and has not received the second application. Discussion on how 

to proceed would occur after response of town counsel. 

 

Mr. Helmers made a motion to hold a joint hearing with the ZBA for the application for special 

exception by Brittany Stone. This was done as a procedural matter. The motion was not seconded 

and after a brief discussion the motion was withdrawn. 
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No other business. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

 

Robert Helmers 

Planning Board Chair 

Draft 


